
To go over informal language:
FEATURES:

- speakers choose from a large range of language to vary their style for the social context

- Is not carefully planned

- Use idiosyncratic language choices

- Colloquialism and non standard language

- ‘Char’ in both writing and speaking having their own features

- Prosody and paraliguistic cues are use dto present information

- Abbreviations and spellings which reflect pronunciation and prosodic patterns as well as emoticons etc

Non fluency, ellipsis, shortenings

- Slang, dysphemisms

- in group/social elements

Positive face needs



Features of formal 
language



formal
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=skKsrkXrBzs

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=skKsrkXrBzs


Characteristics of formal language
 Signifies power and status- Those who use formal language are typically seen as high educated 
or upper class. 



Characteristics of formal language
Less accepting of incorrect use. Embraces the standard and thus deviations and errors and 
unaccepted. 

More likely to use a general or cultivated accent

Singing in the rain

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q3OkXi5osfU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q3OkXi5osfU


Characteristics of formal language
Maintains or increases social distance, formal language is not typically used to develop social 
relationships and can therefore lead to maintaining or creating social distance through the a lack 
of inclusive language or verbal ‘cuddling’

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mRLUvA_v8p0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mRLUvA_v8p0


Characteristics of formal language
- Political correctness is often used. PC languages is frequently used in order to avoid offence. 

Features of written language and features of written language tend to overlap



Coherence and 
Cohesion



Learning Intention: 
To be able to identify how discourse features and lexical choice help 
to create cohesion and coherence in  formal written texts
To understand the role of formal language in establishing expertise
Success Indicators: 
1.  I have been able to define and give examples of cohesion and 
coherence metalanguage.
2.  Through Shared Reading and individual work to identify: cohesive 
factors (particularly front-focus and end-focus) and coherence
including inference, logical ordering, formatting, consistency and 
conventions.
2. Have identified the lexical and discourse features that add to the 
formality of a brochure and legal document.
3.  To give a specific example of how formal language aids in 
establishing expertise.



Coherence and Cohesion
-Coherence

-The semantic connections that exist within a text to make it meaningful. If a text is coherent. It 
makes sense

-When the elements of a text all fit together and there is no confusion in meaning, then it is 
coherent. This is created through cohesion but also through the relationship between the text 
and the audience. 

-Cohesion

-The linguistic connections and ties that exist between the words and sentences to give structure 
to a text. 

-Links between words. Syntax, lexis and phonology may all be used to create cohesion within and 
between sentences. Another term meaning the same thing is cohesive ties. 



Factors that contribute to a text’s coherence: cohesion, inference, logical ordering, formatting

Factors that contribute to a text’s cohesion: information flow including clefting, front focus 
and end focus; anaphoric and cataphoric reference; deictics; repetition; synonymy, antonymy
and hyponymy; collocation; ellipses; substitution; conjunctions and adverbials, lack of 
personal pronoun



Deictics and reference
Words or phrases which refer to a specific time, place, person or thing in a text, 
without utilising their noun. These are common in speech where we rely on 
context for meaning. 

‘Pointing language’



Lack of personal pronoun 
This CAN be used so there is no ambiguity regarding which people or things are 
being referred to. However at times the personal pronoun will be used in the 
form of anaphoric referencing to aid the cohesion of the text. (just to be 
confusing) 



More elements contributing to cohesion:
Anaphoric and Cataphoric referencing- Which is??

Repetition: Sometimes repetition of a noun or noun phrase or, in fact, many parts of speech, 
creates cohesion by reinforcing description and emotional effects. It is used extensively in public 
speeches (as seen in Tony Abbott), literature and advertising. 

Ellipsis and substitution: The omission of part of an utterance. Can help the listener or reader 
focus on particular information. It is often used when economy of language is needed. 

Eg. A classified advertisement. WANTED. THREE HOUSEMATES FOR SMALL FLAT. CENTRAL CITY. 
WILLING TO SHARE. NO SMOKERS. I

It can be used to avoid unnecessary repetition or to be anaphoric. 



Left/Right dislocation 
Dislocation is when a sentence doesn’t appear to make grammatical 
sense. Usually used in speaking it is utilised to emphasise or define 
something within the topic. 

- Those girls, Those ones, they wear so much fake tan

Very similar to fronting- however it does not make grammatical 
sense despite the fact that the writer is still ensuring that your focus 
in on that particular element.  



Identify synonymy in the following: 
The sons of Saddam Hussein were killed yesterday in a bloody attach on a suburban house in 
Mosul, Iraq. They died in a half of bullets and mortar blasts from American troops. Their demise 
should put an end to Iraqi resistance and strike a fatal blow to any hopes Hussein may have of 
regaining power. 

Replace the synonyms with the same word-

What is the effect. 

Is this cohesive? 



More elements contributing to cohesion
Substitution is when one word is substituted for another word, phrase or clause.

Commonly used substitutions are

One-

I offered her a cup of tea. She didn’t want one. 

Same-

Sammy’s having a burrito so I’ll have the same.  



Find the use of substitution in the below 
examples:

Niles: I'll have a decaf latte, and please be sure to use skim milk.
Frasier: I'll have the same.
(David Hyde Pierce and Kelsey Grammer in "You Can't Tell a Crook by His Cover."Frazier, 1994)

"Any people anywhere, being inclined and having the power, have the right to rise up, and shake 
off the existing government, and form a new one that suits them better."
(Abraham Lincoln)



Lexical Cohesion
Lexical cohesion describes the way in which words and phrases relate to one another across 
clauses and sentences to make the text a connected whole. The relations between vocab n texts 
are in two main kinds. 

Reiteration:

This means repeating the word later in the text or relating it via other lexical items. Examples of 
this are:

- Synonymy: words similar in meaning

- Hyponyms- Words that show relationships between general and specific CAT AND ANIMAL

- Utilising words in the same ‘semantic field’ 



Conjunctions or connectives
Marks a connection between elements of a sentence or utterance. Within a text this 
shows different types of relationships between sentences or parts of sentences. 

Additive:  He’s tired and he’s very emotional 
This adds more information (in addition, besides, also)

Adversative: I’d like to go to the party, but I’m going on holiday

Makes a qualification about the information being given. 

Casual: Roberts felt nervous because he didn’t know anyone in the room. 

This introduces a reason for something happening. 

Temporal: I got up and made my breakfast

Shows one thing that happens for another. 



Collocation
Collocation describes the way in which some words associate with others in a 
semantic way- for example some adjectives go only with some nouns. Beautiful 
would be associated with women, not men. 

Some verbs regularly collate with different nouns- eg. Dogs bark, we drive a car, 
we ride a bike. Bunch of carrots, ball of string.



The use of the passive 
Use of the passive can direct focus to the action only, or add 
emphasis to the subject by giving it end focus. Eg. 

The suspect was chased by the police

PAGE 128 in your book. 



Information flow:
Fronting or foregrounding is when a clause element is placed at the 
beginning of a sentence. For emphasis, cohesion and contrast. 

Eg. ‘An Aussie I was born and an Aussie I will die’

Five kittens! Alicia purchased 5 little kittens. 



Phonological cohesion
We have looked at how, the way we speak, tone, pitch, stress and intonation all 
have influences on overall meaning. However we can also deduce that 
considerations of these factors can lead to a text being more cohesive. 

Alliteration

Assonance

Consonance

Onomatopoeia

Rhythm 

Rhyme 



END FOCUS AND CLEFTING
END FOCUS- This puts the important news of information at the end of the 
sentence. Eg. He hates them, he really hates snakes- This can be done for build 
up, emphasis, suspence. 

A dummy subject such as ‘There’ or ‘It’ can move the subject to a more central 
and prominent position. This is called clefting. 

(GO TO HANDOUT) 



Clefting
A cleft sentence is a complex sentence that expresses a simple sentence by way of a main 
clause and a subordinate clause. 

A simple example can perhaps clear up the meaning. Consider this simple sentence:

Will Mittell attacked Superman.
This is a normal answer to the question, Who attacked Superman? But perhaps someone 
didn't hear you clearly and asked, "Did you say that Will Mittell attacked a Sumerian?" 

You might want to answer with a cleft sentence to place the emphasis on the information in 
question — that is, Will’s intended victim. That cleft sentence would look like this:
No. It was Superman whom Will Mittell attacked.

This cleft sentence expresses the same information in the original simple sentence Will 
Mittell attacked Superman. — by way of a main clause, It was Superman . . ., and a 
subordinate clause,
. . . whom Lex Luthor attacked, but places the most important piece of information 
closer to the beginning of the sentence.

So for example- if we had the sentence- Felicity Smith ate the packet of chips

If the chips are more important then how do we use a clefting sentence (a main clause and 
subordinate) to demonstrate this 



The above are elements of grammatical cohesion in the following 
excerpts:

In a city amusement arcade, two schoolgirls are engaged in what appears to be an ant-crushing context. 
They’re standing on a raised platform. It has four lit squares with arrows on them, like a miniature 70’s 
disco dancefloor. Two large speakers pound out bass-heavy dance pop. On the screen in front of the girls, 
animated characters dance in time to the music. Arrows appear on the screen; the aim of the game is to 
step on the correct arrow at the right time. The more you get in a row the higher you score. Whereas 
most arcade games involve killing huge hoards of bloodthirsty enemies- and then doing it all over again-
the dancing stage attracts a species of person rarely seen inside an arcade: girls, And, as two people can 
play at once, side by side, it breaks the usual arcade social rules that other players are there to be beaten. 

Excerpt from ‘The Big issue’ 

Remembering: 

-Cohesion

-The linguistic connections and ties that exist between the words and sentences to give structure to a text. 

-Links between words. Syntax, lexis and phonology may all be used to create cohesion within and between 
sentences. Another term meaning the same thing is cohesive ties. 



Coherence
When elements of a text all fit together and there is 
no confusion of meaning, we say it is coherent. 
Coherence is created through cohesion and also 
through the relationship between the text and 
listener/reader.



COHERENCE



PAGE 131. 



Coherence
Write definition: coherence 

inference 

logical ordering, 

formatting, 

relevance

The semantic connections that exist 
within a text to make it meaningful eg
if a text is coherent, it makes sense.  
For example, the race call for the 
Melbourne Cup would make more 
sense and have more meaning (ie be 
more coherent) to an individual who 
already has a knowledge of the horse 
racing industry, and of this particular 
race.  That the race is coherent also 
depends on the degree to which is 
follows the conventions of this type 
of text, especially the logical 
sequence of ideas, the information 
flow, and the use of prosodic 
features, such as increasing volume 
and pace to match the rising 
excitement and suspense.



Coherence-
Factors that contribute to a text’s coherence: cohesion, inference, logical 
ordering, formatting, consistency and conventions

Logical Ordering-

Formatting- Numbering, headlines, Glossary, subdivisions (a) 

Cohesion- as before

Inference- This is when we draw on our existing knowledge of the world to make 
sense of what we read. Thus ‘filling in the gaps’ based on our knowledge. 

Consistency: In type of lexis, syntax, 

Conventions:



Inference
These are commonly used to bridge a gap in the text by applying real-world knowledge to the 
explicit information that is given. 

For example, consider the following text: 'The campfire started to burn uncontrollably. Tom 
grabbed a bucket of water.' In order to understand why 'Tom grabbed a bucket of water', it is 
necessary to relate the second sentence to the first, 'The campfire started to burn 
uncontrollably'. Readers generate the inference that Tom was trying to put the campfire out. To 
do this it is necessary to first activate the mediating idea that 'water puts out fire' from real-
world knowledge. 

Without generating this inference the two sentences remain disjointed and do not form a 
coherent whole. 

We use our ‘real world’ information to help generate coherent texts. 



Inference: Look at images
How do you need to use prior knowledge to use inference?

Remembering that inference is:

Inference- This is when we draw on our existing knowledge of the world to make sense of what 
we read. Thus ‘filling in the gaps’ based on our knowledge. 













Legal documents



http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/legislation/bills/r4743_first-
reps/toc_pdf/1201b01.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf



Jargon



Use of Jargon to establish expertise
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aW2LvQUcwqc

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aW2LvQUcwqc


Mobile Phone Jargon
http://www.uswitch.com/mobiles/guides/understanding_mobile_phone_jargon/

http://www.uswitch.com/mobiles/guides/understanding_mobile_phone_jargon/


YOUR TASK:
Write a formal script for a monologue / speech on a topic that you know well – demonstrating 
your expertise through the use of jargon and formal qualities.



Brochure
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/immunise/publishing.nsf/Content/2EE1053A8E5666E7CA257
95100154ACD/$File/whooping-cough-brochure-Aug2012.pdf

http://www.health.gov.au/internet/immunise/publishing.nsf/Content/2EE1053A8E5666E7CA25795100154ACD/$File/whooping-cough-brochure-Aug2012.pdf


Interview
Geoffrey Robertson on Q and A

How is expertise established through his use of language?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-gKXup6Lsdo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-gKXup6Lsdo


HOMEWORK
1. On at least 2 formal texts that you have found, annotate all the features that you can of 

coherence and cohesion, jargon, sentence types, sentence structure etc – this is to be 
submitted first class back. 



Practising how to put this into practise:
With provided text on marriage answer the question 2:

How are coherence and cohesion achieved in this text? Refer to 
specific techniques used and quote examples- 5 MARKS 



An example answer 
Coherence- Overall coherence in the text is achieved through the use of 
consistency and formatting. (Clearly stating where I am going with a clear 
opening line- topic sentence) Paragraphs are marked numerically (lines 1-4) and 
subdivisions such as 4(a) and (b) make each point clear (formatting). The 
glossary of key terms also contributes to the coherence of the text as it 
eliminates any ambiguity about these terms, whilst keeping them separate from 
the main text. Consistency in the type of lexis (highly formal and legalistic) and 
syntax used (complex, long, declarative sentences) also allow the text to be 
coherent. 

What could also have been discussed?



Part 2- Cohesion
Fronting of ‘Where a marriage’ (Lines 2,6, and 12) creates cohesion as the focus 
is constantly being drawn to the subject of marriage, with the conditions 
following afterwards. The repetition of ‘where’ clauses throughout the text 
(2,6,12,17,18) also contributes to the cohesion of the text as it is a form of 
syntactic patterning which reiterates the main focus. The lack of personal 
pronouns in the text works so that there is no ambiguity about which people or 
things are being referred to. This is typical in legal documents and as a 
consequence there is a great repetition of nouns such as ‘marriage celebrate’ 
‘minister of religion’. This is used in the law to make sure the subject matter is 
absolutely clear. 



How it looks in the exam:
- How does the use of repetition between lines 5 and 11 create cohesion in the text? Provide an 
example?

A good answer would be- ‘Repetition of buy Australia’ as well as ‘our farmers, our land, our 
economy’creates cohesion by making links throughout the text between the ideas mentioned 
These lexemes are repeated and reinforced in order to act as a persuasive technique. 



Now looking at the Advertisement text:
- See if you can locate:

Parallelism. 

Formatting

Anaphoric referencing

Hyponymy

Front Focus 

Now imagining you are writing an analytical commentary- Write a 
paragraph addressing the cohesion/coherence of the text 



These all come under the category of 
‘information flow’ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pwdiJ9sMAD4

Please ignore the part on right left dislocation- this is not on the course. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pwdiJ9sMAD4

